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In 2013, the year of Canberra’s Centenary, despite the decision to fashion the 
Centenary celebrations largely from local and Australian creatives, there’s been ample 
evidence in the national capital of the continuing links between the cultures of Europe 
and Australia. This relationship was clear at the time of Canberra’s founding, and by 
the time Canberra was 50 years old, there were already two Australian arts festivals 
shaped wholly in Edinburgh’s mould, including the nature of the content, which was 
mainly European. All of this activity went on in an atmosphere of  the widespread 
invisibility of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures which had remained strong 
for more than 40,000 years. Both the Edinburgh Festival, and then the European 
Capital of Culture program, arose from ambitions for a Europe reunited through arts 
and culture. The festival model was copied in Australia without such ideals, and, in 

ignorance of  ancient practices of art and celebration amongst its Indigenous peoples, as if it were the first of its 
kind: it took decades to understand that the platforms the festivals created would eventually allow Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander art to enter those stages, provide a strong profile for their cultures, and begin to develop 
their own festivals which have proliferated across the country. At the same time, Australians still flock in greatest 
numbers to exhibitions of European Art, and the output of European theatre and dance still sets the benchmarks 
for the major festivals. In her Schuman Lecture, Robyn Archer AO will tease out these themes of connection and 
contradiction, Australia’s lingering mid-twentieth century dependence on European cultures, the massive changes 
that have taken place in the last 50 years, and the way these have been reflected during the program for the 
Centenary of Canberra.

Robyn Archer AO is Creative Director of the Centenary of Canberra, Artistic Director of The Light in Winter ( which 
she created for Federation Square, Melbourne), Deputy Chair of the Australian Council, Chair of the Arts Advisory 
Board of the Adelaide College of the Arts, and patron and ambassador of many arts organizations including the 
Institute of Postcolonial Studies and the Arts Law Society. She is also one of only two Australian members of 
the European House of Culture (the other is Edinburgh-based Jonathan Mills), and  a mentor in the European 
Festivals’ Association’s Atelier, which this year will take place in Beirut. She is a Chevalier de l’ordre des Arts et Des 
Lettres (France), and an Officer of the Crown (Belgium), both for services to the arts of those countries.

ANUCES is an initiative involving four ANU Colleges (Arts and Social Sciences, Law, Business and Economics, and 
Asia and the Pacific) co-funded by the ANU and the European Union. 
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