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Overview

• Global survey data over 2 decades
• Gallup World Poll

• 100+ countries
• Question: “…approve or disapprove of the job performance of the 

leadership of the United States?” [China, etc]
• Approve, Disapprove, Don’t know / Refused

• Sample size, n = 2,649,203
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Overview

• Overall trend
• Change from Biden (2021-24) to Trump’s 2nd term (2025)
• Differences across countries
• Differences across demographic groups
• Impact of foreign aid cuts
• Impact of democratic backsliding
• Concluding thoughts

Overall trend
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Change from 2021-24 to 2025
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Differences across countries
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Differences across demographic 
groups
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Impact of foreign aid cuts
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DiD versus Global South
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Impact of democratic backsliding

Goldsmith, Horiuchi, Matush & Powers. 2025. 
PNAS Nexus
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• Inouye, Rikio and Horiuchi, Yusaku and Jo, Eun A and Matush, Kelly, “Democratic Backsliding 
Damages Foreign Public Support for Security Cooperation” (November 26, 2025). Available at SSRN: 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5610710 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5610710

Concluding thoughts

• The first year of Trump’s 2nd term has incurred substantial damage to the US image
• But this is only incrementally worse than Trump’s 1st term or G. W. Bush’s 

presidency (so far)
• Women and those with university education tend to disapprove of Trump’s 

leadership
• Global public has become more certain of its views about the US & China over the 

last decade
• Some evidence that foreign aid cuts and democratic erosion contribute to the 

damage
• Limited evidence that there’s a public-opinion based effect on willingness to 

cooperate with the US
• As he is at home, Trump is divisive and polarizing, with some countries registering 

approval in stark contrast to the overall trend
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Thanks!
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