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Overview

* Global survey data over 2 decades
* Gallup World Poll

* 100+ countries

* Question: “..approve or disapprove of the job performance of th‘e o

leadership of the United States?” [China, etc]
* Approve, Disapprove, Don’t know / Refused

* Sample size, n = 2,649,203

2/06/2026



Overview

* Overall trend

» Change from Biden (2021-24) to Trump’s 2" term (2025)
* Differences across countries

* Differences across demographic groups

* Impact of foreign aid cuts

* Impact of democratic backsliding

* Concluding thoughts

Overall trend
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Approval of US leadership, 2006-2025

Country average (each country weighted equally; within-country shares use Gallup design weights) - 133 countries with WP 151 data in 11+ ye
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151 (US leadership). Vertical lines mark new US administrations.
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Approval of US and Chinese leadership, 2006-2025

Country average (each country weighted equally; within-country shares use Gallup design weights) - 133 countries with data in 11+ years
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151 (US leadership) and WP156 (Chinese leadership). Vertical lines mark new US administrations.
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Australia: Approval of US and Chinese leadership, 2006-2025

Australian respondents only; within-year shares use Gallup design weights
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151 (US leadership) and WP 156 (Chinese leadership). Vertical lines mark new US administrations.

Don't Know / Refused

Change from 2021-24 to 2025
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Change in approval of US leadership: Biden average to 2025

Within-country shares use Gallup design weights; country-level changes are averaged equally within each region (n = 132 countries with data in both periods)
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Change in US-leadership approval, by ally status and regime type

Biden average (2021-2024) to 2025 - countries treated equally; within-country shares use Gallup design weights

Direction Increase No change . Decrease
US ally status Regime type (V-Dem)
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151. US ally = formal collective-defence treaty (NATO + Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Thailand); Major Non-NATC
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Change in US-leadership approval, by demographic group

Biden average (2021-2024) to 2025 - countries treated equally; within-country shares use Gallup design weights

Direction Increase No change . Decrease
Age group Education
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151. Each bar is the mean across countries of the within-country change in weighted approval share. GWP records only male/female; nor
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Change in approval (percentage points)
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Australia: Change in US-leadership approval, by demographic group
Australian respondents only. Biden average (2021-2024) to 2025; shares weighted by Gallup design weights

Direction . Increase . No change . Decrease

Age group Education
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Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151. Each bar is the 2025 weighted share approving minus the average of yearly weighted shares across 2021-2024. n shown under eac
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Differences across countries

13

Countries where approval of US leadership did not fall in 2025
Comparing 2025 with the average across Biden's presidency (2021-2024)

Increased — 2025 above Biden avg (n = 26) Held steady — change within £1 pp (n=9)
Country 2025 Change | Country 2025 Change
Azerbaijan 60% +32.1 pp | Benin 66% +0.6 pp
Cambodia 73% +18.4 pp | Bulgaria 26% +0.2 pp
Somalia 38% +12.7 pp | Comoros 58% +0.2 pp
Israel 76% +11.7 pp | Togo 74% -0.1pp
Ethiopia 45% +11.2 pp | Nigeria 68% -02pp
Vietnam 71% +10.9 pp | Sri Lanka 58% -0.3 pp
Mozambique 62% +10.6 pp | Laos 27% -0.6 pp
Zambia 56% +10.3 pp | Northern Cyprus 30% -0.7 pp
Turkey 30% +10.2 pp | Tajikistan 27% -0.8pp
Hungary 42% +8.9 pp
Cyprus 35% +7.6 pp
Serbia 19% +7.3 pp
Croatia 36% +6.7 pp
Russia 14% +6.5 pp
Tanzania 52% +6.2 pp
Kyrgyzstan 39% +6.0 pp
Namibia 49% +5.5 pp
Congo Kinshasa 63% +5.2 pp
Cameroon 70% +4.9 pp
Montenegro 32% +4.9 pp
Myanmar 59% +3.5 pp
Mongolia 63% +3.5 pp
Libya 23% +2.1 pp
Lebanon 38% +1.9 pp
Malawi 53% +1.9 pp
Liberia 73% +1.2 pp

Source: Gallup World Poll, WP151 (approval of US leadership). Within-country shares use Gallup design weights. Countries
require 230 respondents in each contributing year and data in both the Biden window (2021-2024) and 2025.
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Differences across demographic
groups
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Change in US-leadership approval, by demographic group: six countries
Biden average (2021-2024) to 2025; countries ordered by 2025 approval (lowest at top). Within-country shares use Gallup design weights.
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Impact of foreign aid cuts
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72> Health Policy Watch

Independent Global Health Reporting

Antimicrobial Infectious Pandemics & Non-Commun
Resistance Diseases Emergencies Diseases

US Withdrawal of Global Health Funding is
‘Public Health Emergency of International
Concern’

/03/2026 - Kerry Cullinan

e QOO © O

THE WHITE H

US President Donald Trump shocked partners when he announced an immediate freezing of all
international health aid shortly after assuming power in January 2025
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Coefficient on log(PEPFAR per capita + 1)

Year-by-Year Effect of PEPFAR on US Approval

Two-way FE, PEPFAR x year interactions (ref: 2006)
Stable pattern supports level-maintenance model; rising = accumulation
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DiD versus Global South
US Approval: PEPFAR Recipients vs. Non-PEPFAR Global South, 2016-2025
Parallel pre-trends required for valid DiD; divergence in 2025 would indicate PEPFAR-specific shock
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Impact of democratic backsliding
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Goldsmith, Horiuchi, Matush & Powers. 2025.
PNAS Nexus
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Figure 3: How the Backsliding Treatment Alters Support for Intelligence Sharing. Fach es-
timate represents a different regression. Labels on the y-azis indicate the dependent variable.
Estimates are shown with 95% confidence intervals. Significant estimates are shown in red.

* Inouye, Rikio and Horiuchi, Yusaku and Jo, Eun A and Matush, Kelly, “Democratic Backsliding
Damages Foreign Public Support for Security Cooperation” (November 26, 2025). Available at SSRN:
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5610710 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5610710
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Concluding thoughts
* The first year of Trump’s 2" term has incurred substantial damage to the US image
* Butthisis only incrementally worse than Trump’s 15tterm or G. W. Bush’s
presidency (so far)
* Women and those with university education tend to disapprove of Trump’s
leadership
* Global public has become more certain of its views about the US & China over the
last decade
* Some evidence that foreign aid cuts and democratic erosion contribute to the
damage
* Limited evidence that there’s a public-opinion based effect on willingness to
cooperate with the US
* As heis athome, Trump is divisive and polarizing, with some countries registering
approval in stark contrast to the overall trend
24
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Thanks!
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