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Ve, Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge the Ngunnawal and Ngambri peoples, the traditional
custodians of the Canberra region.

I acknowledge the Wampanoag Nation, on whose lands my ancestors
landed in 1620. That history is inseparable from any story of American

democracy.

| recognise these First Peoples’ cultures, sovereignties, and connections to

country, and extend my respect to their Elders, past, present, and emerging.

28/05/2026



Australian
I\

2 favora,  Is the US Still a Democracy?

Australian

Uenoraty Is the US Still a Democracy?

28/05/2026



Australian

National

== Unwersty  What Do We Mean by Democracy?

8] . . .
o\ Free, fair, recurring elections
@0

228, Universal suffrage

= . . .
gé Genuine candidate competition
Civil liberties

Elected officials control policy

Executive constraints

Rule of law
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+ Legislative: Congress has 5:
ceded significant powers
(VDem)

Executive constraints . o

» Judicial:

- Lower courts holding

www.presidency.ucsb.edu

- Supreme Court ...

“You have taken the presumption of reqularity

and you've destroyed it.."
Judge Paula Xinis, District Court for Maryland
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Rule of Law
« Administration is showing up in court and isn’t openly

defying court orders
« But:

— Unconstitutional actions not reigned in

- January 6™ pardons

- Weaponisation of judiciary P F°°
. e e goe

— Law firms and universities : 3.3
R .

capitulating

www.bbc.com
7

Australian Li ber‘al
ai

tional

mesty  What Do We Mean by Democracy?
Suffrage (& Elections)

« Voter ID requirements

« Executive orders claiming control
« Gerrymandering

« Supreme Court decisions: Voting Rights Act
— Shelby v. Holder

— Louisiana v. Callais
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Liberal Democracy

.91
Liberal
o Rule of law
o Executive constraints 8-
Electoral
o Suffrage

o Clean elections
7
Both

o Free expression,
association

5
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

https://www.v-dem.net/data/the-v-dem-dataset/ 9
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LiberalDemocracy in 2025
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https: / /www.v-dem.net/data
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« Competitive authoritarianism:
Parties compete, but incumbent’s abuse of
power tilts playing field

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

“They tell inspiring storles ... scholarly
and readable’ Nick Cohen

o HOW <
“The Trump administration endangers DEMOCRACIES
American democracy like no other DIE <
administration in modern American history” What History Reveals
About Our Future
Prof Steve Levitsky, Harvard University fsxTI]EXIErEII:[Z"III!TLSAl(TYT

®
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* What will happen?

* What can be done?
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Normal life for most

Government dysfunction, shutdowns

Political violence
Elections in 2026, 2028 (contested if Rs lose in 2028)

Source: Politico

— Immediate-term:
+ Electoral integrity, protest, court challenge
+ Push for functional administrative apparatus
+ US allies: talk as if the US will back them; plan as if it will not Source: CNN
— Longer term: “the Aftertimes” ...
+ Constitutional reform

* Accountability
12
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Source: The Guardian
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